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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The claims in this listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) [[A]] An image heating device comprising: 

a heat generat i ng s e ct i on generator that has an outer surface and that generates 
heat by induction heating; 

a hoat i ng s e ct i on placed heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat 
g o n o rating s e ction that h e ats generator, said heater being configured to heat said heat 
gonorating sect i on generator by induction heating; 

a posit i oning s e ct i on p l ac e d positioner located close to the an end of said h e ating 
soot i on that pos i t i ons heater, said positioner being configured to position said hoat i ng 
soct i on heater with respect to said heat gonorating soction generator : and 

a vibration absorpt i on sootion absorber attached to said positioning s e ct i on 
positioner and that absorbs is configured to viscoelasticlv absorb vibration of said 
hoat i ng soction heater produced bv a vibration resulting from an electromagnetic 
repulsive force acting between said heat generator and said heater when said h ea t in g 
s e ct i on heater heats said heat g o n o rat i ng s e ction generator by induction heating. 

2. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 1 , wherein 
said heat gon o rat i ng soct i on generator is provided on a roller having a rotation axis A and 
the image heating device further comprises a support i ng s e ction support that rotatablv 
supports the rotation axis of said roller i n a rotatablo mann e r , and 

said vibration absorpt i on sootion is placod absorber being positioned between 
said pos i tion i ng soction positioner and said supporting soction support . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 1, wherein 
said heat g e n e rat i ng s e ct i on i s run generator extends between a plurality of rollers each 
having a rotation axis A and the image heating device further comprises a support i ng 
s e ct i on support that rotatablv supports the rotation axis of the a roller^ p l ac e d on said 
hoating s e ction s i d e out of said plurality of rollers , that is positioned adjacent the heater 
i n a rotatabl o mann e r , and 

said vibration absorption s e ct i on absorber is p l ac e d positioned between said 
pos i tion i ng s e ct i on positioner and said support i ng s e ct i on support . 

4. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 

a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat by induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; and 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating, wherein: 

Tho i mag e h o ating device accord i ng to cla i m 1, wh e r ei n said vibration absorpt i on 
s e ct i on absorber is p l aced positioned between said h e at i ng s e ct i on heater and said 
pos i t i on i ng s e ct i on positioner . 

5. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 
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a heat generator that is provided on a roller having a rotation axis, that has an 
outer surface, and that generates heat by induction heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner, said vibration absorber being 
configured to absorb vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat 
generator by induction heating; and 

Th o imago heating device accord i ng to c l aim 2, a support configured to rotatablv 
support the rotation axis of said roller, wherein said support i ng s e ction support and said 
pos i t i on i ng section havo th ei r positioner have respective outer circumferential surfaces 
fac i ng o ach oth e r , and 

the respective outer circumferential surfaces of said supporting s e ction support 
and said pos i tion i ng s e ction positioner are circumf e r e ntia l surfac e s a l ong th e out e r 
surfac e of sa i d h e at g e n e rating s e ct i on configured to retain said vibration absorber 
therebetween to define a circumferential cross-sectional shape of said vibration 
absorber . 

6. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 

a heat generator that extends between a plurality of rollers, each roller having a 

rotation axis, said heat generator having an outer surface and generating heat by 

induction heating; 
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a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating, and 

a support configured to rotatablv support the rotation axis of a roller, of the 
plurality of rollers, that is positioned adjacent said heater, wherein: 

Tho i mago heat i ng d e v i c e accord i ng to c l aim 3, wher e in said support i ng s e ction 
support and said pos i t i oning — sect i on positioner have the* respective outer 
circumferential surfaces fac i ng o ach oth e r , 

the respective outer circumferential surfaces of said support i ng s e ction support 
and said pos i tion i ng s e ct i on positioner are configured to retain said vibration absorber 
therebetween to define a circumferential cross-sectional shape of said vibration 
absorbe r circumf e r e nt i a l surfaces along tho outer surfac e of sa i d heat gen e rat i ng 
s e ction . 

7. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 
a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat bv induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator, said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator bv induction heating; 
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a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating; and 

Tho image hoat i ng dev i c e accord i ng to claim 1, further compr i s i ng a current 
supp l y i ng sect i on supply that supplies an exciting current having a predetermined 
frequency to said h e at i ng s e ct i on heater and causes said h e ating s e ct i on heater to 
perform induction heating, wherein: 

whor ei n said vibration absorpt i on s e ction absorber absorbs vibration caused by a 
vibration force having a frequency approximately double the frequency of said exciting 
current. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 
a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat by induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator, said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; and 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating; and 
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Tho image h e at i ng d e v i ce accord i ng to c l aim 1, furth e r comprising a current 
oupp l y i ng s e ction supply that supplies an exciting current modulated with a ripple 
component having a predetermined frequency to said h o ating section heater and 
causes said h o at i ng sect i on heater to perform induction heating, wherein 

wh e r e in said vibration absorption s o ct i on absorber absorbs vibration caused by a 
vibration force having substantially the a same frequency as the frequency of said ripple 
component. 

9. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 1, wherein 
said vibration absorpt i on s o ction is mad e of absorber comprises a material whos e with a 
vibration absorption performance that exceeds a predetermined level at an arbitrary 
operating temperature. 

10. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 7, 
wherein said vibration absorpt i on s e ct i on i s mad e of absorber comprises a material 
whos e with a vibration absorption performance that exceeds a predetermined level m-an 
aroa of froquoncy b e ing oqua l to or l ow e r for frequencies not greater than approximately 
double the frequency of said exciting current. 

11. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 8, 
wherein said vibration absorpt i on s e ct i on i s made of absorber comprises a material 
whos e with a vibration absorption performance that exceeds a predetermined level \a-an 
aroa of fr o quoncy being for frequencies substantially equal to or lower than the 
frequency of said ripple component. 

12. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 7, 
wherein said vibration absorption s e ct i on i s mad e of absorber comprises a material 
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having a characteristic that the frequency corresponding to maximum vibration 
absorption performance is o qual to or l ow e r not greater than approximately twice the 
frequency of said exciting current. 

13. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 8, 
wherein said vibration absorption soction is made of absorber comprises a material 
having a characteristic that the frequency corresponding to maximum vibration 
absorption performance is substantially equal to or less than the frequency of said ripple 
component. 

14. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 

a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat by induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator, said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator: and 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating, wherein: 

Tho imago hoot i ng d o v i co according to c l aim 9, wher ei n said vibration absorpt i on 
ooct i on is mad e of absorber comprises a material with a vibration absorption 
performance that exceeds a predetermined level at an arbitrary operating temperature, 
the material having a characteristic that a loss factor at an arbitrary operating 
temperature is approximately 0.01 or abov e more . 



10 



P24949.A04 

15. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 10, 
wherein said vibration absorpt i on s e ct i on is mad e of absorber comprises a material 
having a characteristic that a loss factor is approximately 0.01 or abov e in an ar e a of 
fr o qu o ncy b e ing more for frequencies equal to or lower than approximately twice the 
frequency of said exciting current. 

16. (Currently Amended) The image heating device according to claim 11, 
wherein said vibration absorption s e ct i on i s mad e of absorber comprises a material 
having a characteristic that a loss factor is approximately 0.01 or abov e in an ar e a of 
froquoncy b e ing more for frequencies substantially equal to or less than the frequency 
of said ripple component. 

17. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 

a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat by induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator, said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator by induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator by 
induction heating, and 

Tho i mago hooting dov i co according to claim 1, furth e r compris i ng a pr e ss i ng 
section a presser that presses said h o ot i ng s e ction heater in a direction in which said 
h o oting s e ction heater approaches said heat gonorating s e ct i on generator . 
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18. (Currently Amended) An image heating device comprising: 
a heat generator that has an outer surface and that generates heat by induction 
heating; 

a heater positioned close to the outer surface of said heat generator, said heater 
being configured to heat said heat generator bv induction heating; 

a positioner located close to an end of said heater, said positioner being 
configured to position said heater with respect to said heat generator; 

a vibration absorber attached to said positioner and that is configured to absorb 
vibration of said heater produced when said heater heats said heat generator bv 
induction heating, and 

Tho i mag o h o ating d e vice accord i ng to cla i m 1, further comprising a r e gulat i ng 
s e ction a regulator that regulates tho moving d i rect i on of said hoating soct i on heater to 
move only in a direction in which said h e at i ng s e ction heater approaches said heat 
gonorating soction generator or in a direction in which said h o ating s e ct i on heater 
retracts go e s away from said heat g e n e rat i ng s e ct i on generator . 
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